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Why did the American Revolution take place? How did the War for Independence impact the institution of slavery?

There are the exact primary causes of the revolution and the events that led to its taking place. Primarily, the revolution was as a result of the long-term political, social and cultural changes. By around 1774, a noticeably American society which was totally different from the Britain emerged. At that time Great Britain was passing laws which the Americans did not agree with. The Americans were being taxed to pay the huge debt that the French and Indian War left the Great Britain with. Many Americans did not agree with the oppressions of the Great Britain because they wanted taxation with representation. The disagreements and differences then led to the revolution (Bailyn, 2017).
The war for independence had a great impact on slavery. In the northern states, slavery was either eliminated or emancipation schemes adopted. On the other hand, in the southern states, slavery was severely disrupted by the Revolution although eventually the white southerners managed to restore the institution. Actually, during the revolution, many slaves ran away, hence attaining their freedom. In addition, the revolution brought about the natural rights philosophy which enabled blacks to rouse against slavery. They appealed the Congress to stop slave trade and urged the state elected representatives to eradicate slavery. Through the revolution, slaves were able to talk about natural rights, something they could not do before (Bailyn, 2017). 
How did the Enlightenment shape African American lives? What role did African Americans play in the War for Independence?

Although the Enlightenment is well known for influencing fundamental political conversation during the revolution era, it is also said to have shaped the African American’s careers and placed them in a new position. It led to African American intellectuals becoming authors and scientists. The Enlightenment emphasized much on human reason, which led to learning institutions in both Europe and America. Like any other person, the African Americans played a role in the war for independence. Together with the Caucasians, the African Americans fought for independence.  They offered military support and fought relentlessly as they had been promised freedom and better lives (Gates, 2014). 
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